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Editorial

Failure on redistricting 

March 19, 2012, 7:12 AM

Backroom wheeling and dealing has once again prevailed in Albany. Politicians in the state Legislature have gotten their way on the issue of redistricting. 

Backing down on his pledge to veto grotesquely gerrymandered maps, Gov. Andrew Cuomo made a deal to OK new district lines drawn to favor incumbents, not voters. 

In return, the Legislature has agreed to seek to amend the State Constitution to create an independent panel that would supervise redistricting a decade from now. 

It’s a deal the governor should not have made. 

“A constitutional amendment is not interchangeable with reform in this cycle,” warned Common Cause, a good-government group, before the matter was settled. 

When they were candidates in 2010, Mr. Cuomo and most incumbent lawmakers in the Republican-controlled Senate and the Democratic-led Assembly vowed to usher in independent redistricting. That hasn’t happened. 

As usual, the new district lines - required by the latest U.S. census totals - are highly partisan. 

To protect their shaky 32-30 majority, Republicans in the Senate ignored fair and just redistricting. They came up with maps that disenfranchise minority voters in New York City and elsewhere around the state. 

The districts approved for the Assembly are little better. They are skewed to favor incumbents: The Assembly now has 96 Democrats and 49 Republicans. 

So much for Mr. Cuomo’s pledge to veto any “hyper-partisan lines” approved behind closed doors in trading among the lawmakers of both parties. 

Why did the governor cave in? 

“This agreement will permanently reform the redistricting process in New York to once and for all end self-interested and partisan gerrymandering,” said Mr. Cuomo, referring to the constitutional amendment. 

But its future remains uncertain. 

The plan to change the Constitution in order to seek an independent panel in 2022, will have to be approved this year and next by the partisan majorities in both the Senate and Assembly even before there is a referendum by voters. 

Beyond this, the deal assures Senate Republicans of a strong voice in redistricting if they lose their majority in a state where Democrats hold a nearly 2-to-1 voting edge. 

According to the New York Public Interest Research Group, the promise of a constitutional amendment isn’t worth skewed and partisan lines that favor incumbents in the Legislature for the next 10 years. 

We agree. 

Mr. Cuomo should have kept his promise to veto the gerrymandered lines even if it meant throwing the whole thing into the courts. 

That’s where the decision-making lies in the case of congressional redistricting. The Legislature couldn’t decide on its own and left the federal judiciary to draw new maps. 

It’s too bad the same thing didn’t happen in the case of creating lines for state Senate and Assembly districts. 

The results could hardly have been worse.
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